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Brownsville chamber tells Cornyn of its concerns over border  
By Steve Taylor 

AUSTIN - The Brownsville Chamber of 
Commerce has written to U.S. Sen. John 
Cornyn, R-Texas, about its concerns over 
the federal government’s plans to build 
fencing along the Mexican border. 

The letter, signed by Chamber President 
and CEO Angela Burton and transmitted 
via e-mail, was sent after Cornyn hosted a 
public meeting about the border wall in 
Brownsville last Saturday.  

Burton attended the meeting. 

“We are reminded daily by our long lines 
at the bridges and the extended 
questioning; the events of September 11 
indicated that some have used our borders as an entryway for these evil 
and malicious attacks. As a result, many have called for increased checks 
and the ‘tightening’ of our borders,” Burton wrote. 

“While such proposals are understandable, and immigration 
improvements are clearly needed, difficult questions remain about the 
potential severe impact to border economies of any improperly conceived 
system that does not realistically deal with border communities and their 
concerns.” 

Burton said her chamber passed a resolution against a border wall late last 
year when Congress was debating H.R. 6061, otherwise known as the 
Secure Fence Act. 

“The Brownsville Chamber of Commerce believes that our borders can 

Angela Burton

  
OTHER STORIES 

Laredo mayor fuming
Engineers sends out RF 

Brownsville chamber 
concerns over border wa 

Valley leaders upset H
pulling out of I-69 Allianc 

TBC-backed bill stuck
affairs committee  

ABC News: Immigrati
imminent   

Salinas: Border leade
challenging border wall 

Ill-health forces Mike 
TBC and MEDC  

Ortiz: We need to hea
Wildlife about impact of  

Voters to decide on $
expansion  

Reyes reacts to latest
murders   

Weslaco voters say y
districts  

Rutledge: TRCCA ha
on new challenge to Cra 

Texas Border Coalitio
get behind CHIP bill  

Interfaith groups: Chil
should also move to 12- 

Valley hospitals lost m
because of CHIP cuts, V
reports  

Valley veterans ask C
campaign for VA hospita 

In letter to Cornyn, Es
over border wall  

Page 1 of 2Brownsville chamber tells Cornyn of its concerns over border wall | RioGrandeGuardian....

5/17/2007http://www.riograndeguardian.com/rggnews_story.asp?story_no=23



  

  

and should be a line of defense against those who pose security threats to 
this country, but borders must also allow for legitimate commerce and 
travel,” Burton wrote, in her letter to Cornyn. 

“We also believe efficient allocation and use of technology, personnel, 
and environmental friendly barriers can achieve these goals. We 
encourage you and other legislators to take a very hard look at what is 
being proposed and make certain that building ‘tactical infrastructure’ is 
the answer to our immigration, i.e., border security issue.” 

Asked about Saturday's public meeting, Burton told the Guardian 
that strong opposition to the border wall plan was aired by many border 
leaders. She said if her letter appeared more measured in tone it was 
because the Chamber did not believe in taking a confrontational 
approach. 

Burton said the Brownsville Chamber wanted to see continued open 
dialogue and that it was asking Cornyn respectfully to keep communities 
informed of further developments on the reinforced fencing plan. 

Click here for Brownsville Chamber's letter 
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